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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: AMGT, PFOR, DR 

SUBJECT: POLICY AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT REVIEW: 
SUPPLEMENTARY COUNTRY SPECIFIC GUIDANCE FOR THE 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

REFS: A) STATE 45461; B) STATE 38356; C) STATE 38338 

1 . DEPARTMENT SEES NO MAJOR ISSUES IN CURRENT US RELA- 
TIONS WITH THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. STATEMENT OF LONG- 
TERM US INTERESTS IN LAST YEAR'S CASP APPEARS STILL VALID. 
OVER THE TIME FRAME OF THE PARM, HOWEVER, WE BELIEVE US 
INTERESTS IN THE COUNTRY MAY FACE NEW CHALLENGES IN AT 
LEAST TWO AREAS: THE 1978 GENERAL ELECTIONS; AND INTENSI- 
FYING STRAINS ON THE DOMINICAN ECONOMY LIKELY TO RESULT 
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FROM A PROLONGED SLUMP IN WORLD SUGAR PRICES. 

2. RECOGNIZING THAT THE PARM IS NOT MEANT TO BE A CON- 
TINGENCY PAPER, DEPARTMENT WOULD WELCOME SUMMARY OF THE 
ISSUES POSED FOR US INTERESTS IN THE FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS 
AND PROPOSED COURSES OF ACTION (IF ANY). 
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3. MOUNTING DOMINICAN ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES MAY ALSO 
AFFECT US ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL INTERESTS IN A NUMBER OF 

WAYS AND WE WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY ASSESSMENT OF ISSUE, 
OBJECTIVES, AND COURSES OF ACTION WITHIN FRAMEWORK OF 
PARM FORMAT. FOR THIS EXERCISE, YOU SHOULD ASSUME WORLD 
SUGAR PRICES WILL REMAIN AT OR NEAR CURRENT LEVELS OVER 
THE TIME FRAME OF THE PARM. 

4. GIVEN THE NEW IMPORTANCE HUMAN RIGHTS HAS ASSUMED IN 
US POLICY, AND THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC'S PAST HISTORY OF 
REPRESSION, THE DEPARTMENT BELIEVES HUMAN RIGHTS SHOULD 
BE LISTED AMONG PRINCIPAL US INTERESTS IN THE COUNTRY. 
SUGGESTED OBJECTIVE: CONTINUED IMPROVED OBSERVANCE OF 
FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 
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